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‘M

y daughter refers to us as
‘the dwellers
at the bottom
of the garden,’” laughs
John
Dier,
hugging a cup
of coffee in the Scandi log house he and
his wife call home. John, 63, a chef, and
Pearl, 79, moved from their Grade II
listed property in the Gloucestershire the needs of older persons.” The NHBC
market town of Dursley to the back also noted developers should be catergarden of their daughter and son-in- ing to this market. “Multigenerational
law’s house nearly a year ago. They sold living offers a range of opportunities to
the family home for £325,000 and housebuilders, from the targeting of
spent £135,000 on their 40ft by 20ft, suitable existing home designs to this
three-bedroom timber frame lodge. market, to designing new homes with
“It’s warm, economic to run and we flexible layouts to suit different household compositions throughout a lifehave so much space,” he says.
The Diers didn’t need planning per- time,” says Neil Smith, head of research
mission, as the lodge is considered and innovation at the NHBC.
portable, and they are exempt from the
Some builders are catching on and
council tax and have more disposable adding so-called granny annexes, or
income. Their daughter, Yvette, and self-contained accommodation, to new
her husband, Mike Edby, work full- builds. Chester Row, a London-based
time and have also benefited since John developer, has built several townand Pearl arrived – they now have no houses (priced from £1.645 million)
childcare costs for their daughters with garden studios in Charles Baker
Molly, 10, and Maddie, six. “We take the Place, a mews development in Wandschildren to school, pick them up, help worth. “Annexes are an incredibly usewith homework and feed them during ful addition to a property, especially for
the week,” John says. “Having said that, older people. Properly done, they prowe live very independent lives and vide secure, accessible, self-contained
have a separate access, which is impor- accommodation that are ideal spaces
tant. They have their friends
for older residents,” says
and we have ours.” Pearl, a
Nick Herrtage, managing
L-shaped
retired hotel manager, says
director of Chester Row.
Living
it is the best thing that ever
“Annexes are also among
Carita Wilson with
happened to her. “The girls
daughter Shell,
keep us young and it’s reasson-in-law Lee and
suring Yvette and Mike are
granddaughter Izzy,
close by if we have any
outside her home
problems.”
The Diers and their descendants are not alone in combining
several generations in one home (albeit
under two roofs). The National HouseBuilding Council (NHBC) says that
around 125,000 families in the UK are
adopting a multigenerational lifestyle
every year, with 1.8 million households
(seven per cent of the country’s total)
accommodating two or more adult
generations. The NHBC pointed to a
number of reasons why this lifestyle is
becoming popular, including pooling
resources to buy a larger property, help
with childcare and providing support
for older family members.
According to Savills, 25 per cent of
homeowners aged 65-plus are not able
to downsize in the current market because they don’t hold enough equity in
their homes. Helen Green, head of
Savills’ housing consultancy, says:
“The housing market is failing to meet
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happy
‘dweLLers’

John and Pearl Dier
with daughter
Yvette, son-in-law
Mike and
grandchildren Molly
and Maddie, cover;
the Diers’ log cabin,
left and below
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Selected snippets from the world of property

Built in the 16th century,
The Old Convent has four
bedrooms and plenty of
original features. There is
also The Rector’s Retreat,
a one-bedroom annexe.

Stephens, the architect behind
the designs of Claridge’s and
Harrods, and it has great
views over the surrounding
neighbourhood.
It is on the market for
£4.95 million with JLL
and Savills.

Guide Price: £625,000
Agent: Strutt & Parker (01473

220433; struttandparker.com)

PERTHSHIRE
ALYTH

Bardmony House has only
been on the market once
in 400 years. Set in six
acres of grounds, there is a
nine-bedroom house and a
two-floor garden cottage.

Solo: price growth rockets

detached homes grew
the most last year

Guide Price: £900,000
Agent: Savills (0131 247 3738;

savills.com)

HAMPSHIRE
OVER WALLOP

Guide Price: £1.1 million
Agent: Knight Frank (01962

850333; knightfrank.com)

CARITA WILSON’S 10 THOUGHTS ON
MOVING TO A GRANNY ANNEXE

1
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Storage is quite
limited, so get rid
of your clutter.
Separate access
points are
important for your
privacy and your
wider family’s.
Budget extra for
landscaping.
You need to
have a great
relationship with
your family and
discuss what would

3
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happen if they
wanted to move.
Get a property
valuation before
and after.
An open-plan
layout with big
patio doors offers
lots of space that
would cost much
more in a traditional
house.
Make your home
future-proof:
install level floors, a
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wet room and space
for a wheelchair so
you can stay
independent.
You will feel safe
and secure on
your own with your
family close by.
Make sure there
is space to park
your car.
You don’t need
a big garden
– but think about
privacy as well.

8
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the most flexible part of a home, since
their size and somewhat secluded positioning – often at the rear of a garden –
means they can double up as a home
office or even a nursery.”
Nick Forrester, whose cabin-building company Norwegian Log provided
the Diers’ lodge, says that his business
has grown by 40 per cent over the past
five years and is now producing one
home a week. “Children want their parents to live close by so they can look
after them when they need to or monitor their care,” Forrester says. “Also, if
one parent dies the other can feel less

lonely living near
family.” The starting
price is £54,000,
but average spend is
£80,000 for 430 sq
ft including a fitted
kitchen and bathroom. There is no VAT to pay either.
You don’t need a massive garden, he
says, but the cabin must look in proportion to the house.
“I cannot imagine a situation where
this would not enhance appeal, value
and saleability,” says Lindsay Cuthill of
Savills. “You may qualify for multiple

This Grade II listed, threebedroom house has a
thatched one-bedroom
barn. Outside there is a
herb garden, a lawn and a
west-facing terrace.

flexible
feature

New houses in
Charles Baker
Place, a scheme in
Wandsworth, come
with garden studios

dwelling relief and
save money on the
stamp duty.”
Carita Wilson, 71,
moved to the bottom of her daughter
and
son-in-law’s
garden in Bagshot,
Surrey, a year ago after spending 12 years
in Hong Kong. She
chose a home built
by Granny Annexe,
which
required
planning
permission, as the log cabin
look didn’t appeal to
her. “I wanted something that looked
like a proper house, with vaulted ceilings and a big kitchen, so I chose an Lshaped bungalow backing on to the
woods,” Wilson says. “I have my own
access and a deer that visits me.”
Wilson spent £95,000 on the property and an extra £30,000 on landscaping – and now her daughter’s home,

which was worth £395,000 before she
moved into the garden, is worth
£525,000. Her daughter Shell Sperling, a 41-year-old photographer, says
that she loves having her close by –
particularly when she runs out of sugar
or tea. Her six-year-old daughter, Izzy,
loves it too: “When she has had enough
of us parents she grabs her onesie,
opens the back door and yells, ‘I’m going up to Nanny’s’!”
Stuart Anderson set up Granny Annexe 10 years ago and says he has seen
a huge uplift in his business recently,
with 10 to 12 enquiries a week – and increasingly for bigger homes.
“Ten years ago the average spend
was £45,000, now it is £80,000 for a
1,500 sq ft property,” he says. This can
still be a much cheaper option than
buying a new home outright. “People
want affordable retirement options,”
Anderson says. “But we always check
that people have had the conversation
with their family about the risks – and
make sure they have a good solid relationship with their children.”

Price growth of the average
detached house rose at the
highest rate last year,
overtaking terraced homes for
the first time in 10 years.
Analysis of Land Registry
data by Savills found that in
England and Wales, excluding
London, the average sale price
of a detached home increased
by 4.8 per cent to £388,926.
By comparison, terraces
rose by just 1.5 per cent in
2017, but have risen in price
by 29 per cent since 2007. The
rise of the detached home and
displacement of terraced
houses in the past year can
partly be explained by a
slowdown of growth and
activity in property
markets in the south of
the country.

snap up oscar
wilde’s
london pied
À terre

The threefloor house
is a Queen
Anne Revival
in Pont
Street, Chelsea,
and is believed
to be where Wilde
lived briefly. Wilde
was also arrested
in the nearby
Cadogan Hotel.
The house was
designed by C W

it’s now a buyer’s
market in london

London is becoming a
“buyer’s market” for househunters, according to
Hometrack, as it revealed
sellers are having to accept
larger discounts for their
properties.
Hometrack’s analysis of
Zoopla data found that the gap
between asking and achieved
prices in the capital has
increased from 0.5 per cent in

London: now a buyer’s market

2014, to an average of four per
cent today as demand has
weakened. In some areas of
central London, buyers are
snapping up property with a
10 per cent discount from the
asking price.
This is also the case in
Oxford and Cambridge, while
the strong property markets
in northern cities mean that
sellers hold the power, as the
difference between asking
price and sale price continues
to narrow.
In Birmingham and
Manchester the discount has
more than halved from six per
cent in 2013 to just 2.7 per cent
in 2017.
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